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School Closures 

The school will close on Friday 23rd 
October  a t  2 . 0 0 p m  f o r  a l l 
children.  School  dinners  will  be 
served before the children go home. 
Millennium Coaches will provide a 
bus  service  home  at  this  earlier 
time,  but  children  travelling  home 
by Ulsterbus Coaches and J&K will 
ha ve  to  make  the i r  own 
arrangements. 

School will re-open after Hallowe’en 
on Monday 2nd November 2020.

Attendance 

If your child is ill, or cannot make it 
to school on any day, please phone 
the school office to inform the staff, 
or  send  in  a  note  with  your  child 
once  they  return  to  school.  For 
Department of Education statistics 
we are required to record the reason 
for  every  absence.  If  no  reason  is 
given we must record it as a holiday 
without permission. Many thanks.

Contact Us: 

Tel: 028 79418 413

Email: 

info@stpatricks.loup.ni.sch.uk

Twitter: @stpatricksloup 

OCTOBER 
  www.stpatricksloup.co.uk   @stpatricksloup 

WhatsApp: 07783 771785

Supporting Emotional Well-being 

As we return to school after such a long extended break, we are focusing on 
the emotional welfare of our school community. During August the staff have 
worked  with  Cormac  from  Hip  Psychology  and  our  P5,  P6  and  P7 
participated in a Zoom conference with Cormac on Tuesday 29th September. 
Both staff and children really enjoyed the workshops and we all gained a lot 
by participating in them.

We  have asked Cormac to deliver a workshop to our parents so you can see 
and reinforce the messages we are delivering in school. This will take place 
over Zoom on Tuesday 20th October. More details to follow.

Padraig from Calmer Shores will be supporting P1 - P4 in school in Term 1. 

It  is  important  that  everyone  gets  an  opportunity  to  take  some time to 
consider their emotions since we returned to school. These workshops should 

allow everyone in our school community the opportunity to do this. 

First Holy Communion
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‘Golden ‘Thursday’ 

This  month’s  ‘Golden  Thursday’  will 
be on Thursday 22nd October. Each 
child will be permitted to play during 
the last hour of the day, as part of our 
Positive  Behaviour  Policy.  We  would 
ask that no toys/games be brought into 
school.

Primary 3 

Just a reminder that after Halloween, 
week  beginning  2nd  November,  our 
Primary 3 children will be staying until 
3.00pm on a Monday and Tuesday.

Money Monday 

A huge  thank  you  to  all  parents  for 
sending in the week’s dinner money on 
Monday.  It  has  been  a  great  success 
and we ask for your continued support 
with this.

Retirement  

The  staff  of  St  Patrick’s  Primary 
School  would  like  to  wish  Rosemary 
Cardwe l l  a  happy  re t i rement . 
Rosemary has worked in the school for 
over  6  years  and  supported  Rita   in 
preparing  school  meals.  She  will  be 
missed.

Golden Assembly / Golden Award Winners 

We congratulate Mrs Henry and her Primary 3 class on their performance at our 
September Assembly. This was the first assembly held using Zoom. The Primary 3 
had  recorded  their  messages  and  the  whole  school  were  able  to  watch  their 
performance.  They spoke very clearly  and delivered an excellent message to the 
whole school. Congratulations to the September Golden Award Winners.

Updating School Records 

It is vitally important that we have your correct home address, home and mobile 
telephone numbers and details of your chosen contact person(s) for our records. If 
any of your details have changed from last year, please contact the school office and 
have your Data Collection Form amended. If your details change during the course 
of this year please let us know.

We have sent out numerous WhatsApp messages since the start of the year. If you 
have not been getting these, please contact the school as soon as possible. We would 
hope  that  all  our  parents  are  able  to  receive  messages  from  school  through 
WhatsApp. (School WhatsApp Number: 07783 771 785). You must have the school 
WhatsApp number saved into your phone to receive the messages.

Credit Union 

We  are  delighted  to  announce  that  the  Ballinderry  Credit  Union  will  resume 
collecting the children’s Credit Union books from Tuesday 6th October. If you 
had  an  account,  please  send  in  your  child’s  book  which  will  be  collected  and 
returned  to  school.  To  reduce  the  chances  of  infection,  the  books  will  not  be 
distributed to parents until the Friday.

Golden Behaviour 
Award

Golden Classwork 
Award (1)

Golden Classwork 
Award (2)

Class Spirit Award

Primary 1 Bella Duffin Aida Rocks Harvey Scullion Shauneen McNeill

Primary 2 Matthew Devlin Ronan Boyd Dearbhla Young Conor Ryan

Primary 3 Grace Heron James Wilson Maria Divito Mason McMaster

Primary 4 Darragh O’Kane Rhianne Devlin Saoirse Maynes Darragh Doyle

Primary 5 Leah Duffin Conor Scullion Sophie Murphy Shea Heron

Primary 6 Casey-Rae Devlin Leon McCloy Mollie Jones Ryan Devlin

Primary 7 Brianna Love Layla Divito Aine O’Neill Cassie Conway
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Hallowe’en Capers Day / 
Fancy Dress 

We  will  be  hosting  a  Hallowe’en 
Capers  Day  and  Fancy  Dress  on 
Friday 23rd October. We invite the 
children  to  dress  up.  Pupils  will 
partake  in  a  number  of  Hallowe’en 
activities  to  include  artwork,  story 
telling, party games, music singing and 
cookery.  We  would  ask  that  the 
ch i ldren  do  not  br ing  in  any 
accessories  for  their  costume  to 
restrict the risk of infection. Due  to 
so many outstanding costumes in the 
past,  we  will  not  be  judging  ‘Best 
Dressed’.  We hope all  children enjoy 
the day.  

S c h o o l  c l os e s  a t  2 . 0 0 p m  f o r 
everyone on this day.

Policies and Photograph 
permission 

As stated in the September Newsletter 
a number of policies should have been 
d i s t r ibuted  dur ing  September, 
however we had several photocopying 
issues which are now resolved. These 
policies will be distributed as soon as 
possible during the coming week.

2020 Flu Vaccinations - Primary 1 - Primary 7

The school nurse, Orlaith Heaney and her team will be in school on Tuesday  20th 
October to administer flu vaccinations to those pupils whose parents have elected 
for them to have it.  The importance of this vaccination is outlined in the letter 
which has  been sent  home and we would ask you to  read it  carefully.  It  is  not 
necessary for parents to be in attendance.

Covid-19 

As you may be aware, all schools have been given 10 Covid-19 self testing kits to 
distribute to members of their school community. These test kits are strictly for 
people who have been advised to get a test but are unable to make it to one of the 
test  centres.  If  this  applies  to any of  our school  community at  any time,  please 
contact the school. NB This is only in the case where the PHA has advised you to 
get a test for Covid-19 and you are unable to travel to one of the local test centres. 

If any member of the school community is displaying symptoms, or awaiting test 
results  please  inform school  as  soon  as  possible,  so  we  can  take  the  necessary 
precautions to protect the rest of the school community.
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October Assembly 

The  Pr imar y  4  ch i ldren  wi l l  be 
presenting the October Assembly which 
will be held on Thursday 22nd October. I 
know  they  are  ver y  much  looking 
forward to it.

Bus travel 

The children who travel  to/from school 
on  a  school  bus  have  been  given  10 
disposable masks by the Department of 
Education. We have been asked to relay 
the  message  that  all  children  travelling 
on public transport are advise to wear a 
mask at all times.

Dates for your diary 

Parents’ Workshop Tuesday 20th October 
(More details to follow)

Golden Thursday Thursday 22nd October

Close for Mid-Term Friday 23rd October  
2.00pm for all children

Capers Day Friday 23rd October  
(school closes at 2.00pm for all children)

Halloween Holidays Monday 26th Oct - Friday 30th Oct

Flu Vaccinations Tuesday 20th October
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