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School Policies 

Complete  copies  of  all  our  school 
po l i c ie s  can  be  obta ined  by 
contacting  the  school  office.  This 
includes  arrangements  for  Child 
Protection,  Internet  Safety,  Pastoral 
Care and Discipline.

A summary of Policies will be issued 
to  a l l  pa rents  in  the  week 
commenc ing  Monday  14th 
September.

Contact Us: 

Tel: 028 79418 413

Email: 

info@stpatricks.loup.ni.sch.uk

Twitter: 

@stpatricksloup

SEPTEMBER 
www.stpatricksloup.org   @stpatricksloup          

WhatsApp: 07783 771785 

Welcome Back 

Welcome to a new school year at St. Patrick’s Primary School. In particular I would 
like to welcome our  22  Primary 1  pupils.  They have been absolutely  brilliant  at 
coming up the path and going straight into class. 

As all the children return after almost 6 months off, we have been delighted to see 
their  smiling  faces  as  they  come back  to  school.  Procedures  and  routines  have 
changed for everyone, but getting the children in safely to school to continue their 
education, social well being and friendships is of vital importance.

We are committed to ensuring all children are safe and happy coming to school and 
we will continue to follow guidelines outlined by the Public Health Agency.

Uniform 

As we begin the new school year it is great to see all the children back to school in 
their  full  uniform.  I  would  ask  you  to  support  us  by  ensuring  that  your  child/
children continue to wear their uniform to school every day throughout the year. 
Also,  please  ensure  that  all  items  of  uniform,  coats  and  footwear  are  clearly 
marked with the child’s name and class. This helps when items of clothing are 
lost or found.

The name tags from www.mynametags.com have been highly recommended by 
parents.
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Credit Union Savings 
Scheme

The Credit Union Savings Scheme will 
run in school every Tuesday morning 
beginning in October. Credit Union 
books will be collected each Tuesday and 
returned on Friday for those children 
who wish to participate in the scheme. 

All new members are welcome. Last year 
the children from our school saved a total 
of £8,288.35 which is amazing. Any 
parents interested in opening a savings 
account can obtain further information 
by contacting Ballinderry Credit Union 
Office on (028) 7941 8555.

Free School Meals

We would urge any parent who was in 
receipt of Free School Meals last year 
to ensure that they have reapplied for 
Free Meals  this  year if  entitled to do 
so. Free Meals need to be applied for 
each year.

Times 

School starts at 9.00am. The school will open at 8.40am  each 
morning to start to receive children.

Children  should  enter  the  school  through  their  designated 
entrance and go directly to their class. We would ask that no child 
is sent up to school before 8.40 as doors will not be open.

We would ask all parents to use the lower car park and not to 
drive up the main school entrance. For safety reasons we would 
ask everyone to adhere to this policy unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. 

In the event of late comers: 
 
Anyone arriving at school after 9.05am may use the turning bay at the top of the 
school drive to safely drop off their child/children. Late comers should then report 
to  the  secretary’s  office,  through  the  front  main  entrance.  We would  strongly 
recommend that all children arriving to school late are escorted to the front main 
entrance, in order to ensure that they arrive in the school building safely.

From here the secretary will ensure they get to their class. 

All children should be collected promptly from school at both 2.00pm and 
3.00pm as teachers on duty have afternoon classes and staff development meetings 
to attend.

From  Monday  2nd  November  all  Primary  3  children  will  be  asked  to 
remain in school until 3.00pm on a Monday and Tuesday afternoon. 

On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday they will go home at 2.00pm. Those Primary 3 
children entitled to school transport may use the 3.00pm buses home on a Monday 
and Tuesday.

Updating School Records 

It  is  vitally  important  that  we  have  your 
correct  home  address,  home  and  mobile 
telephone numbers and details of your chosen 
contact person(s) for our records. If any of your 
details  have  changed  from  last  year,  please 
contact the school office and have your Data 
Collection  Sheet  amended.  If  your  details 
change during the course of this year please let 
us know.

Also, please inform us of any new or relevant 
medical  details  which  should  be  amended or 
added to your child’s Data Collection Sheet. 

Safeguarding Team 

Should  any  issues  /  concerns  occur  around 
safeguarding, please be reminded Mrs Henry is 
our Designated Teacher for Child Protection, 
Mrs Sheehy is the Deputy Designated Teacher 
for Child Protection and Mr Scullion completes the Safeguarding Team.
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Dates for the diary: 

Pr i m a r y  1  B a s e l i n e  Pa re n t /
Teacher  interviews  Tues  22nd  & 
Wed 23rd September.

Golden Friday Fri 25th September.

Staff  Development  Day  Monday 
28th September

Golden Friday 

We  will  be  having  our  first  Golden 
Friday  of  this  academic  year  on 
Friday  25th  September.  As  the 
children are currently not allowed to 
bring in toys /  games from home we 
wil l  celebrate  Golden  Friday  by 
allowing extra time for outside play.

Money Pouches 

Booklets  containing  40  pre-printed 
‘Money  Pouches’  are  available  for 
purchase  at  the  cost  price  of  £2.50 
from the  school  office.  Use  of  these 
money pouches should help minimise 
confusion  for  both  parents  and  our 
secretary when collecting money from 
the children.

School  Closures 

Please note that school will be closed 
for  al l  pupils  on  Monday  28th 
September.  This  day is  to facilitate 
staff development.

Money Monday ! 

School dinners are now £2.60 per day or £13.00 per week. We feel within our 
school this represents very good value for money, as the quality of our school 
meals is excellent. Application forms for free school meals are available from the 
school office. 

Due to the current Covid restrictions and precautions being taken in school, we 
are changing our procedures for the handling of cash. 

We ask that all money must be handed in on a Monday, and ask that you also try 
to send in the correct amount.  

School will accept over payments, with money being carried forward to the next 
week  if  parents  wish.  For  example,  if  you  send  in  £20  with  your  child  on  a 
Monday for dinners all week, £7.00 can be carried forward to the next week.  (But 
please ensure you make a note on the envelope, as to what way the money is to be 
used). 

By doing this, we will cut down on the potential spread of infection through the 
handling of cash on a daily basis.

So  from  Monday  14th  September  please  pay  for  dinners  for  the  week  on 
Monday.

Educational Restart 

As part of our programme to support our community back to school we have 
organised a wellbeing programme for the whole school community. This began in 
August for all staff. We have organised Cormac from Hip Psychology to deliver a 
programme with P5 -  P7 and for parents on 30th September (more details  to 
follow). We are also investigating a support programme for P1 - P4.

We feel  it  is  hugely  important  to  support  everyone as  we return to  the  new 
normal  following  lockdown.  The children have  been brilliant  coming back to 
school and we want to ensure we support their resilience and wellbeing.

WhatsApp Messages 

We have  sent  out  a  few important  messages  this  week  using  our  WhatsApp 
broadcast lists. I know there have been some parents who haven’t been receiving 
these messages and have contacted the school. Please ensure you have the school 
WhatsApp number (07783 771785) saved as a contact on your phone. If you are 
still not receiving the messages please contact the school.
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Milk money 

There will be no milk in school during the month of September. 
Therefore milk money for Term 1 (Oct-Dec) will be £12.00. If 
you  would  like  your  child/  children  to  receive  milk  every  day, 
please forward the Term 1 milk money to school  on or before 
Monday 21st September. Orders received after this date will 
not be processed.

Please ensure that all cheques for milk or meals are made payable 
to ‘EA Southern Region’. 

Monica  will  forward  a  note  to  each  pupil  who’s  milk 
money is in credit since last year. 

A Special Welcome to all our Primary 1 children

2020/2021 Holiday List 

A complete holiday list for the year has 
been given out to pupils. It is available on 
our school website at all times. A printed 
copy is available from the school office.
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